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Over the past several months, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari's administration and other key
officials of the governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) have repeatedly made statements
promising a fair and clean presidential election on Aug. 21. Upon approval of a package of electoral
reforms earlier this year, PRI candidate Ernesto Zedillo declared that this year's presidential
elections will be "the cleanest" in Mexican history.
Notwithstanding the party's official stance, the PRI's commitment to fulfill its promise of a clean
election came into question on a number of occasions during April and May. Above all, two issues
occupied the public spotlight in this regard. First, the country's two main opposition parties filed
charges against a cabinet member for improperly using government resources for PRI campaign
efforts. Second, numerous reports in the media suggest that the recent acquisition by Mexican
security forces of large amounts of anti-riot equipment foreshadows the PRI's intention to commit
massive fraud in the elections and then impose the results by force.
The complaint about improper use of government resources in the PRI campaign was filed by
the National Action Party (PAN) against Salinas' Agriculture Secretary, Carlos Hank Gonzalez.
In the complaint, filed with the Attorney General's Office (Procuraduria General de la Republica,
PGR), the PAN charged Hank with using office equipment and personnel from the SARH to help
produce a full-page advertisement endorsing Zedillo's candidacy. Those signing the advertisement,
which was published in most of Mexico's daily newspapers on April 12, included 57 former cabinet
members. Some currently hold other offices, such as Governors Patricio Chirinos of Veracruz state
and Manuel Bartlett Diaz of Puebla state, National Tourism Fund (Fondo Nacional de Fomento al
Turismo, Fonatur) director Mario Ramon Beteta, and federal Deputy Maria de los Angeles Moreno.
In early May, the other major opposition party, the Democratic Revolution Party (PRD), joined the
PAN in pressing the formal complaint against Hank. On May 4, the PGR dismissed the PAN-PRD
complaint, saying there was no evidence to indicate Hank had violated any electoral laws. If found
guilty, Hank could have faced stiff fines and up to nine years in jail. Despite the setback, the PRD
and the PAN vowed to closely monitor the practices of all cabinet officials and legislators in an effort
to avoid violations of campaign finance laws.
In fact, officials for the two parties said they were considering filing a separate complaint against
Deputy Maria de los Angeles Moreno, whom they charged with using the resources of the Chamber
of Deputies to publish an endorsement of Zedillo. Meanwhile, opposition concerns regarding
potential fraud by the ruling party were further aggravated by reports that the National Defense
Secretariat (Secretaria de la Defensa Nacional, Sedena) has acquired 24 new anti-riot vehicles. In
published statements, members of most opposition parties expressed concern that the anti-riot
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vehicles will be used to quell public protests likely to explode if the PRI imposes victory by fraud in
the upcoming elections.
The security vehicles, which were imported from the US, are equipped with closed-circuit television
and water cannons for dispersing crowds. Some of the vehicles carry equipment designed to hit
demonstrators with indelible ink. In conjunction with the purchase of anti-riot equipment, the
government also announced creation of two new special security agencies: the Coordinator of Public
Safety (Coordinacion de Seguridad Publica de la Nacion, CSPN), and a special Anti-Terrorist Group
(Grupo Antiterrorista, GAT), an elite unit comprised of 300 law enforcement officials from several
agencies.
"The government is preparing a scenario of confrontation with the citizens," said PRD secretary
Mario Saucedo. "Instead of transparent elections, they are preparing for war." In an interview with
La Jornada in early May, Subcommander Marcos, the chief spokesman for the Zapatista National
Liberation Army (Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion Nacional, EZLN), said creation of the CSPN and
acquisition of the equipment sends the wrong signal regarding the PRI's intentions in the upcoming
elections.
Meanwhile, President Bill Clinton's administration also seems to be increasingly concerned about
the potential for fraud on Aug. 21. For example, Secretary of State Warren Christopher reportedly
warned Salinas during a visit to Mexico City on May 8 that a fraudulent election would clearly
hurt US-Mexico relations. One member of Christopher's delegation told the New York Times that
the Secretary of State conveyed the message to Salinas in a private meeting. This is in contrast to
Christopher's public statements, in which he praised the Salinas administration's economic policies
and the efforts to pass electoral reform laws.
The same official suggested that the electoral reforms enacted to date by Salinas in order to ensure
a fair election constituted a step in the right direction, but he said there is growing concern that
PRI is not fully implementing the changes. In an effort to calm critics and address at least some of
their concerns, the Salinas administration has taken some concrete steps aimed at presenting the
image that the PRI is making a good-faith effort to ensure fair elections. For example, on May 6, the
Federal Electoral Institute (Instituto Federal Electoral, IFE), announced that voter registration lists
will be audited by four prominent companies, each of which will bear responsibility for a portion
of the voter rolls. The companies are US-based McKinsey, and A.C. Nielsen; Mexico City-based
Systems House, a subsidiary of a Canadian firm; and Salles, Saenz Asociados, a subsidiary of USbased Thornton International.
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